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THREE UM STUDENTS WIN UDALL SCHOLARSHIPS
MISSOULA The University of Montana continued its trend of excellence in the Udall Scholarship
competition with three more students named recipients of the 2004 scholarship.
Lauren Caldwell, a junior in biology from Fort Wayne, Ind.; Dawson Dunning, a junior
in biology from Otter; and Sierra Howlett, a junior in Native American studies and sociology
from Arlee were among the 80 students nationwide to be selected as 2004 Udall Scholars.
Caldwell, Dunning and Howlett bring the total number of UM students to earn Udall
Scholarships to 16 since 1999. They were the only Udall recipients chosen from a Montana
university or college.
The $5,000 scholarships are presented annually to juniors and seniors studying in fields
related to the environment, and to Native Americans in fields related to health care or tribal
policy. The scholarships are named after Morris K. Udall, who represented Arizona in the U.S.
House of Representatives for 30 years.
Howlett, daughter of Kevin and Ronda Howlett, earned the Udall Scholarship for her
work in Native American studies. Both Caldwell and Dunning were recognized for their
dedication to environmental studies. Caldwell is the daughter of Martha V. Smith and C. Burt
Caldwell. Dunning is the son of Denny and Debby Dunning.
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“This shows that our Native American students and students in our environmentally
related programs are top notch,” said Sean O ’Brien, UM’s external scholarship coordinator.
O ’Brien said students apply for the Udall Scholarships. A campus committee then goes
through the applications and nominates students for the awards.
For both Caldwell and Dunning, the Udalls are the second major scholarship they have
received in the last month.
Caldwell was named a recipient of the Truman Scholarship, worth $26,000 for
undergraduate and graduate studies.
Dunning, whose tiny hometown of Otter is located in the southeast corner of Montana,
was recently awarded a $7,500 Goldwater Scholarship.
The three UM students will travel to Tucson, Ariz., in August to attend an orientation
session for Udall Scholars.
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